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north bank of the river in order to cut off the Nawab's
retreat. Kurnool was subdued and taken without diffi-
culty, the Nawab was sent into confinement, and the
state annexed. A commission sat afterwards to enquire
into the complicity of Mubariz-ud-Dowla, and having
been found guilty he was confined to the state fortress
of Golconda, where he remained for many years a
prisoner. These incidents occurred in 1839 and 1840,

The   somewhat   favourable   opinion .which   General
Fraser formed of the minister, Chundoo Lai, seems to have
undergone modification.   As the years passed on and the
disorders in the State continued to increase, he seems to
have become convinced that no reforms were possible
until a successor should be appointed.    But the old man
still clung to life and to office with an equal tenacity,
and the Government of India was so pledged to his
support that nothing could be done to remove him.
But the debts and embarrassments of the State continued
to  increase.   The regular  army  was  always  at least
four months and often longer in arrears.    Whilst these
continued it was,  of course, impossible to effect any
reductions.    And now the Contingent began to be left
in arrears, and, as these were paid by the Resident, he
was  obliged  to become  an importunate creditor.   At
last the Minister in despair made a proposal to the
Resident to mortgage districts valued at 4^ lakhs of
rupees, to be selected either in Berar, Raichur, or Bhir,
in consideration of a loan of seventy-five lakhs of rupees.
The  cession was to  be  a permanent  one  (February,
1843).   This proposal did not meet with Lord Ellen-
b6rough's consent,, which he declined to accord until
it should come before him with the Nizam's authority
(letter of nth April, 1843), which does not seem to have
been ever accorded.